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MESSAGE FROM WOOSTER BRANCH AAUW PRESIDENT

Well, as summer begins to wind down it is time for our AAUW program year to ramp
up.  Program Co-Chairs Kris Evans and Carol McKiernan are putting together a list of
interesting and informative programs for the year.  Programs will include an all-branch
meeting in November, our annual Holiday Luncheon in December, and our well-
attended Spring Luncheon.

As part of preparing for the year, I recently attended an AAUW Ohio Leadership
Training Session in Westerville.  While I picked up some interesting tips for
improving our branch, I also came home impressed with the membership retention and
variety of activities that are part of our particular Branch.  While some branches are

struggling with when and where to meet in order to accommodate member needs, we have resolved that issue by
having meetings that occur at various times and in various places so that everyone is able to attend at least some of
the events.  Also, while some branches seem to focus only on traditional programs and fund raising, we have been
able to maintain a good mix of both traditional programs and social groups which keep members connected
outside of the basic AAUW events.  I think we are onto something!

I also learned that AAUW Ohio is thinking of planning a variety of regional meetings on key topics that might
supplement local meetings. For example, the issue of student debt is one that AAUW as a national organization is
concerned about, and may be one topic for a regional meeting.  I will keep you posted as this plan takes shape.

Another key to the success of our branch is the willingness of members to volunteer to help with our various
projects.  Last newsletter we put out the call for someone to help organize the annual Spring Luncheon and
someone to take over the Cinema group.  So now I am pleased to report that Kris Evans and Carol McKiernan
have volunteered to include planning for the luncheon as part of their existing Program Committee duties; also,
Pam Everett has agreed to take over the task of organizing the Cinema group.  Thanks for stepping up!

Speaking of volunteering, it is again time for the annual Used Book Sale at the end of September. We will need
“all hands on deck” to staff the sale which runs from Wednesday, September 27, through Saturday, September 30. 
Please consider signing up to assist when contacted.

And finally, just a reminder that this time of year also includes Women’s Equity Day, the anniversary of the
passage of the 19  amendment giving women the right to vote.  The amendment passed in 1920------97 years ago!th

I was reminded in considering this date that our own grandmothers came of age when they were not able to vote. 
We are indeed fortunate to have this right and privilege.

Susan Buchwalter, President

Susan Buchwalter



AAUW WOOSTER BRANCH FALL MEETINGS FOR 2017

It’s almost fall and with that comes our first meeting of the 2017-2018 year.  Kris Evans, Program Coordinator,
looks forward to a new season of programs–--informative, fun, and challenging-–-with all of them offering a great
opportunity to spend time with other AAUW members.  And bring someone with you.  Guests are welcome!

DATE & TIME:  Thursday, October 12, 7:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Wooster United Methodist Church

243 N. Market Street, Wooster
SPEAKER: Tami Mosser, reporter and columnist for The Daily Record.  Her topic will be “From the

Elephant’s Back to the Manure Pit: Adventures in the Job I Never Knew I loved.”

Ms. Mosser is well known in Wooster and her program should be fun and interesting to all members and guests. 
Hope to see you there as AAUW kicks off the new year.

Our second meeting of the season will be our Branch’s Annual Business Meeting which keeps members
informed of our plans, projects, and finances for 2017-2018, along with reports from various program facilitators. 
All members are encouraged to attend.

DATE & TIME: Thursday, November 9, 2:00 p.m.
LOCATION: First Presbyterian Church of Wooster

621 College Avenue, Wooster
LEADER: Branch President Susan Buchwalter

Last–--but certainly not least–--is our Annual Holiday Luncheon facilitated by Bev Crafton.  Join us for a holiday
favorite, our annual “souper” luncheon. This year members’ contributions/gifts are to be brought for People to
People.                                                 

DATE & TIME: Wednesday, December 6, 12:45 p.m.
LOCATION: Quailcrest Farm
HOSTESS: Bev Crafton

Members will receive an invitation/reminder with more information closer to the date.  Guest are always welcome. 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS NAMED FOR 2017-2018

Susie Slack, chair of this past year’s Scholarship Committee, has announced the following 2017-2018 recipients of our
Branch’s $5,000 allotted to scholarships from the AAUW-Kiwanis Used Book Sale.

Shannon Bower, 4751 West Old Lincoln Way, Wooster, OH 44691, Bower284@yahoo.com
Shannon is a studying at North Central Technical College to become a Physical Therapy Assistant.

Zenobia Conrad, 236 North Ella Street, Orrville, OH 44667, zenconrad5@gmail.com
Zenobia is a student at The College of Wooster in Business Economics.

Ashlie Pethel, 1729 Normandy Drive, Wooster, OH 44691, asp61@zips.uakron.edu
Ashlie, receiving her second Scholarship award from AAUW Wooster, is studying Social Work at The University
of Akron. She is pursuing her goal of working with children and families.  Ashlie lives  in Wooster with her two
children.

http://aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=1656&amp;Itm=46954


Sharon Shehy, 3765 Pheasant Run, Wooster, OH 44691, SharonShehy@aol.com
Sharon is pursuing a degree in Elementary Education at Mount Vernon Nazarene University.

Kassandra Vaughn, 124 West Bowman Street, Wooster, OH 44691, Kbvaughn@liberty.edu
Kassaranda is studying on-line at Liberty University to become an Intervention Specialist. 

COPIES OF AAUW WOOSTER BRANCH BYLAWS AND POLICIES NOW AVAILABLE

The AAUW Wooster Branch Bylaws revised this year have been approved by National and at the July Board
meeting the local policies and procedures were approved by the Board. If any members would like a copy of
these bylaws/policies, please let Mary Ann Merchant (330-264-0371) know so that she may get a copy to you.

AAUW-KIWANIS USED BOOK SALE BEGINS WEDNESDAY – SEPTEMBER 27

We are in the final weeks before the opening day of the AAUW-Kiwanis Used Book Sale on Wednesday,
September 27, at 9:00 a.m.  The is the 9  year of our partnership with Wooster Kiwanis.  Their participation hasth

enabled this project to continue and the association benefits both our organizations.

In the next days and weeks you may be contacted to assist with the sale.  Thanks go out to Prue Holtman for
mailing post cards to dealers on our mailing list and to Letty Nault and Kay Rowekamp for scheduling workers for
the set-up and sale days. Please consider working more than one day or one shift.

Due to some generous donations, we have over 100 boxes of books to clean, process, sort, and price.  Your help on
Thursdays from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to noon would be greatly appreciated.

The schedule of times for setup and sale days are as follows:

Saturday, September 2 Last day to drop off books before the sale
Sunday, September 24 Transfer of books to fairgrounds (Buss Hall).  Time

to be announced.
Monday, September 25 Book setup - Buss Hall - 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday, September 26 Book setup - Buss Hall - 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (if needed)
Wednesday, September 27 Book sales begins - 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. - Fairgrounds
Thursday, September 28 Book sale continues - 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. - Fairgrounds
Friday, September 29 Book sale continues - 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. - half-price

day - Fairgrounds
Saturday, September 30 Book sale ends - $5 Bag Day - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. -

Fairgrounds
Tear Down - 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Please contact Cathy Frame Stone
(cathystone@msn.com, 330-262-9446) or Gail Carter
(glcwicca@aol.com, 330-234-3756) with any questions
you may have.

 

WOOSTER PROGRAM BOOKLETS
Members!  Don’t forget to pick up your

program booklets for the 2017-2018 year

at the AAUW-KIWANIS Used Book Sale.

even if you are not working at the sale.



AAUW WOOSTER BRANCH 2017-2018 MEMBERSHIP

Thanks to everyone for getting their renewals to Treasurer Sarah Miles in a timely fashion–makes her job so much
easier!  As of September 1, 2017, Membership Vice President Anita Greene and Sarah report that Wooster Branch
has 68 members, including three life members (Bev Crafton, Lois Freedlander, and Letty Nault) and one student
member (Kailee Hagen).  Only a few members did not renew, and we are sorry to be losing Carol Reuger, Bitsy
Lowenstein, Shelly Peterson, and Nancy Mossbarger.  We will, of course, welcome any new or renewing member
at any time!

Please welcome new member:

Meredith (Mickey) Asleson Mickey graduated from Guastavus Adolphus College
2618 Wetherington Lane, #263 in psychology.  In addition to helping with the Used 
(H) 234-249-0033 Book Sale, she wishes to be active in Literary, 
(cell) 843-345-3527 Cinema Date, Expanding Your Horizons, and Out-  
mickey.asleson@gmail.com and-About.

and Gwen Bayless, former member who has recently rejoined Wooster Branch.  Her information will be included
in the new Program Booklet.  Activities include Literary, Out-and-About, and Social Bridge.

OUT-AND-ABOUT GOES TO OBERLIN

Facilitator Mary Ann Merchant apologizes for the lack of Out-and-Abouts this summer, but has selected a tour to
the Frank Lloyd Wright house in Oberlin to start off the new year.  The trip will take place on Friday, October 13,
with the group gathering at Big Lots parking at 10:30 a.m. that morning.  Designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in 1947
and completed in 1949, the house is open to private tours during the week only if the groups number 10 or
more–we can do this!

The scheduled tour (with Jill Greenwood as guide) is 11:00 - 12 noon followed by lunch (@12:30 p.m.) at the Wild
Mango (recommended by the older crowd).  Our second tour will be from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (with Jill Greenwood
also) at the Allen Memorial Museum of Art which is recognized today as one of the five best college/university
museums in the United States.  Please let Mary Ann (330-264-9371 or mahmerch@aol.com) know by Monday,
October 9, if you will be attending.

You may recall that this house was mentioned when AAUW’s Literary Group read the story “Loving Frank” about
Wright and Cheney (a client of his) both leaving their families for “love.”  The home, one of four in Ohio, is owned
by Oberlin College.

The AAUW Holiday Luncheon will again be held at Quailcrest
Farm, Wednesday, December 6, 12:45 p.m., with items this year
going to People to People.  Guests are welcome!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW !!



Friday, December 1, 2017, 8:15 p.m., is the WOOSTER SYMPHONY’S BIENNIAL HOLIDAY
CONCERT which AAUW Wooster has enjoyed in the past.  Mary Ann is again arranging for dinner at The
Wooster Inn followed by the Wooster Hospitality Bus taking attendees from the Inn to McGaw Chapel where the
concert is being held.

Dinner at the Inn begins at 5:45 p.m. in the main dining room, with attendees ordering off the menu.  At 7:45 - 8:00
p.m. the Hospitality Bus will transport concert goers to McGaw Chapel for the concert and then pick them up
afterwards to return to the Inn.

Costs?  The dinner is whatever you wish to order, the bus will cost $2.00 each way, and reserved concert tickets,
which Mary Ann will distribute that evening, are $25 per person.

The concert itself will feature the Wooster Symphony Orchestra with “Three Tenors” performing the Christmas in
Vienna concert as a tribute to The Three Tenors......................Should be a very festive night!

Mary Ann is looking for 25 members (with spouses, of course) to attend this event since 25 is the magic number for
reservation of the bus.  Please let Mary Ann know by November 27 if you will be able to attend this event.

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

Monday, September 4 Have a good Labor Day!
Monday, September 18 AAUW Social Bridge; Hostess is Sue Olive
Tuesday, September 19 AAUW Literary at Wayne Center for the Arts, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 21 Wooster AAUW Board meeting, 6:30 p.m., Buehler’s  
Sun.-Tues., Sept 24, 25, 26 Moving of books to Buss Hall (Fairgrounds) on Sunday and

setup on Monday and Tuesday for AAUW-Kiwanis Used
Book Sale 

Wednesday, September 27 Used Book sale opens to public at 9:00 a.m. in Buss Hall
Thurs.-Fri., Sept. 28 and 29 Used Book sale continues with books half-price on Friday
Saturday, September 30 Last Day ($5Bag Day) of Used Book Sale

Thursday, October 12 General Meeting of Membership at United Methodist
Church, 7:00 p.m., to hear Tami Mosser

Friday, October 13 Out-and-About goes to Oberlin to visit Frank Lloyd Wright
Home and the Allen Memorial Museum of Art

Monday, October 16 AAUW Social Bridge; Hostess: Mary Ann Merchant 
Tuesday, October 17 Literary meets at home of Jan Steinbrenner, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, October 26 Wooster AAUW Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m, Buehler’s

Thursday, November 9 Financial Membership Meeting, First Presbyterian
Church, at 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 14 Literary meets in the Community Room at Applewood
Village on the ATI campus, 7:00 p.m.

Monday, November 20 AAUW Social Bridge; Hostess is Nancy Danby
Friday, December 1 Out-and-About dinner at The Wooster Inn followed by the

Wooster Symphony Holiday Concert (McGaw Chapel)
Wednesday, December 6 Annual Holiday Luncheon, Quailcrest Farm, 12:45 p.m.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 14, at The Wooster Inn
for our annual meeting and spring luncheon!



LITERARY READING FOR FALL 2017

Judy Mallon and Mimi Lewellen, Co-Facilitators for Wooster Branch Literary, have announced the books to be
read through November 2017.  All reviews are the third Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.  There is no
group meeting in December. 

September 19 - Jambusters: The Women’s Institute at War 1939-1945 by Julie Summers will be reviewed by
Sue Herman in the Looney Room at the Wayne Center for the Arts. Co-Hostess will be Susan Buchwalter.  Of
interest is that the same story is in “Home Fires: The Story of the Women’s Institute of the Second World War”
which is the basis of the BBC Masterpiece Series. 

October 17 - The One in-a-Million Boy by Monica Wood will be reviewed by Pei-hsin Geldalecia at the home
of Jan Steinbrenner; Co-Hostess Nancy Danby. 

November 14 - Lab Girl by Hope Jahren will be held in the Community Room at Applewood Village on the ATI
campus on the Second Tuesday of the month.  The book will be reviewed by Letty Nault with Co-Hostesses
Anita Greene and Carolyn Kearney. 

In the absence of scheduled reviewer Cathy Frame Stone,
Don Ackerman stepped in as reviewer of the July 18
book “A Spool of Blue Thread.”  His service was greatly
appreciated!

Reviewer Don Ackerman with members Mary
Hetrick, Judy Kastelan, and Pam Yarnell.

The ladies are all lined up to discuss “A Spool of Blue Thread”: Members Bev McCoy,
Kris Evans, Mickey Asleson, Sally Bernhardt, Sharon Taylor and Janet Calhoun.



AAUW NATIONAL ÇADELANTE! BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB

This book club has several upcoming events which members can attend via the internet.  Log in at AAUW
¡Adelante! Book of the Month Club.

On September 6 at 7:30 p.m. ET join us as we celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month by talking with Joan
Biskupic about her book Breaking In: The Rise of Sonia Sotomayor and the Politics of Justice.  How did Sonia
Sotomayor become the first Latino Justice on the Supreme Court of the United States?  Veteran journalist Joan
Biskupic follows the story behind that question, revealing how two forces – the determination of a gifted Puerto 
Rican girl from the Bronx housing projects and the increasing political power of Latinos across the United States –
came together to yield a historic appointment.

On October 26 at 7:30 p.m. ET join us as we commemorate National Disability Employment Awareness Month by
talking with Kim E. Nielsen, Ph.D., about her book: A Disability History of the United States, a review of several
centuries of American history with the experiences of people with disabilities at the core.  Using primary sources
and social histories, Nielsen portrays familiar stories like slavery and immigration in a new light, highlighting the
role ableism played in the growth and flourishing of democracy.

On November 9, at 7:30 p.m., ET join us as we commemorate Native American Heritage Month by talking with
Winona LaDuke about her book: The Winona LaDuke Chronicles: Stories from the Front Lines in the Battle
for Environmental Justice, a collection of timely, persuasive, and inspiring stories of indigenous communities –
from the Canadian subarctic to the heart of the Navajo Nation.  The book is also a story of strength and resilience –
not just LaDuke’s own but also that of many tribal and First Nation communities in North America who struggle
just to survive.

NOTE:  Ron Holtman, local author and husband of member Prue Holtman, will share excepts from his
works, including the recently published novel,  Hawk’s Flight.

His presentation is part of the 120  Anniversary Series of the Wayne County Public Library and will beth

held on Saturday, September 30, 10:00 a.m. at the Library.  Event is free, but registration may be required. 
Contact the Wayne County Public Library at 330-262-0916 for more information.



AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.
AAUW provides funds to advance education, research, and self-development for women, and to foster
equity and positive societal change.
AAUW provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination.
AAUW, in principle and in practice, values and seeks a diverse membership.
There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed,
age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.

The brave beginning bridge class attended Friday afternoons for over eight

weeks and survived!  Students are Steve Slack, Blake Stone, Tim Mariola, Cathy Stone,

Susan Buchwalter, and Lee Peart.  Classes will continue this fall starting in October.



Mary Ann Merchant
Newsletter Editor
Wooster Branch AAUW
P.O. Box 1191
Wooster, OH 44691
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